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Special Issue:  Election Results  
Once again, the Capitol Club gambles on the ‘Will of the 
People’ (and dodges a bullet) 

Modeling our election process after the successful Hong Kong 
model, the Capitol Club is pleased to announce the election of 
new board members who are fully approved by the central 
party committee! Chopper Lamb, Jim Taber, Beckett Jackson 
and Donya He were duly elected to seats on the prestigious 
Capitol Club Board of Directors.  Candidates were described in 

the previous edition of this august periodical and a two week 
window of elections allowed Capitol Club members to exercise 
their constitutional right to participate in deciding the future 
of the board’s makeup.  Despite the efforts of an upstart political action committee funded by 
intellectuals and cryptically named American Crosswords, the votes were very close, and those who ran, 
but didn’t win, along with those who considered running but held off because they didn’t want their 

sordid past splashed all over the internet may consider 
running  again in a few years when we remember to hold our 
next elections.   

The newly elected board members will be sworn in at the next 
Capitol Club Board Meeting while the departing board  
members (your scribe included) will be sworn out! Thanks to 

all who participated in the elections, including those of you 
who submitted write-in votes for Kim Jung Un (wherever he 
may be).   

Quick! Land this 
thing! The Crow 

Call’s just arrived! 

Voters rush to vote before the fog rolls in near Cap 
club headquarters. 

With only one electronic voting machine 
operational, Cap Club members were 
encouraged to vote over the internet to avoid 
long waiting lines 



MultiNational Forum-  at the AOC Annual Convention 

A last minute change leads to a special treat! 

The AOC national convention was held in Washington D.C. this year, 
and as is customary, the Capitol Club hosted a multinational forum 
at the convention hotel.  The Marriott Wardman Park is one of the 
most elegant hotels in Washington, and made a fine venue for this 
event.  TERMA, Tangent Link and Clarion graciously sponsored the 
event, providing hors d’oeuvres and various drinks for the thirsty 
convention attendees.  Terma North America, Inc. is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Terma A/S, a leading provider of customized 
mission solutions in Command & Control, Radar, and Surveillance 
Systems. 

 

 The Capitol 
Club had lined 
up Major 
General Henrik 

R. Dam as a speaker, but official duties precluded his 
attending.  We’re hopeful that he will be able to 
address a future MNF.  The good news is that COL 
Jim Ekvall, who is the Army’s top EW proponent and 
a great friend of the AOC and the Capitol Club, 
graciously agreed to share his views of EW as it 

pertained to 
multinational 
operations.  Jim 
had participated in 
some of the convention sessions, and brought away some 
observations that stimulated discussion in the diverse (Internationally 
speaking) Audience.  

Jim began by quoting one of the speakers at an earlier session, 
“Factor in the Equities, and maximize the Capabilities.”  

He noted that in his first Iraq deployment, he worked primarily with 
Americans.  In his second deployment, he worked with numerous 
allies, but mostly Iraqis. So he had a chance to compare the different 

 Geoff Leighton, Capitol Club President, 
introduced COL Jim Ekvall, Chief of the 
Electronic Warfare Division, G-3/5/7 
Operations, Readiness, and Mobilization 
Directorate, Headquarters, Department of 
the Army 

 The audience for the MNF consisted of 
representatives from Canada, Australia, UK, France 
and Denmark. Oh yes, USA, too! 

Ken Miller of the Cap Club speaks to 
COL Ekvall (background), while Jim 
Taber engages Australian AOC Chapter 
President Jeff Walsh (foreground) 



environments and file away some ‘lessons learned’ relevant to coalition 
operations. 

‘Equities’ often relate to information- aka intelligence.    Sharing 
information among allies is complicated by many challenges, according 
to Jim, making coalition operations difficult.  Among these are the 
tendency to over classify, the difficulty of assessing the trustworthiness 
of the information systems and networks that the data flows across, 
and other factors.  As we go through numerous coalition exercises, both 
training and ‘real,’ his hope is that we remember at least half of the 
lessons learned from previous 
experience.  Colonel Ekvall’s candor and 
insightfulness led to a lively Q&A session 
with comments and questions from AOC 
members representing Canada, 
Australia, the UK and other nations. 

Editor’s note: A few crows showed up a little late.  When I asked, the 
uniform response was that the meeting room was hard to find.  That’s a 
problem with this convention hotel- it’s a great place for a convention, 
but there are a lot of ‘twisty little passages’ so I admonish my fellow EW 
aficionados, Please ask the hotel staff for directions. They’re very helpful 
and will point you in the right direction every time!!  I have myself been 
lost many times in the halls of the Marriott Wardman Park! 

Other goings on at the 
Convention! 

If you attended the convention, you can 
thank these individuals (among others!) 
for the way it ran so smoothly. 

 

Wing Commander John Clifford (UK) 
follows up on one of COL Ekvall's 
discussion points about coalition 
operations 

It was clear that COL Ekvall 
enjoyed talking about EW with 
an engaged audience 

Those convention goers who missed 
out on the MNF could enjoy tableside 
off-key guitar serenades in the world 
famous CocoBanana Room. 

Nicole Scherzinger wanted to attend the 
MultiNational Forum, but was too shy to ask 
for directions and ended up missing a great 
networking opportunity! 



September Mixer at 
Champps! 

 

You’ve probably seen the 
announcements in your emails- 
Come on down to Pentagon Row 
to network with your EW 
colleagues! We began in July, with an informal after work gathering 
at Sine.  We settled on third Thursdays as the stake in the ground, 
and interest has been steadily growing.  If you haven’t attended 
one of our after-work gatherings, you’re missing some good 
conversation and EW fellowship.  Now we’re at Chammps on Third 
Thursdays and picking up steam! 

Next events (Crow 
Calls??) are October 
16th and November 
20th.  Mark your 
calendar and plan to 
increase your 

knowledge of what’s 
happening in EW in the 
AOC chapter closest to 

the heartbeat of America! 

Tip: Can’t justify the trip to Pentagon Row just for some priceless career 
development? Combine it with a trip to the DEA museum, just a couple of 
blocks away on Hayes Street.  (Those of you who paid attention in 

American History class will 
know that Hayes Street was 
named after the author of 
the Motion Picture 
Production Code (also called 
the Hayes code). Go ahead- 
Google it.  See you at 
Chaamps!   

 

TLDR- After work! 16 October 2014.  We’re having a no-host 
event at Champps Americana in Pentagon Row.  Come on 

down to meet and greet your EW colleagues for a low stress 
networking event.  Starts at 4PM and runs until 7PM.  No 

charge, other than your bar-tab! 

Joe Durso and Kathleen Reilly enjoy the 
relaxed networking atmosphere at 
Champps on 'Third Thursday.' 

Jim Taber (our membership chair) 
had membership applications in his 
back pocket just in case anyone 
wanted to sign up on the spot! 

Successful EW professionals know that burying 
your nose in a technical manual will only get you 
so far.  Networking with your peers is a way to 
get ground truth that might otherwise be elusive. 



Previews of Coming Attractions! 

16 October 2014-  Third Thursdays at Champps on Pentagon Row 

  Come on down to meet and greet your EW colleagues for a low 
stress networking event. Starts at 4PM and runs until 7PM. No charge, other than 
your bar-tab! 

22 October 2014- AOC Capitol Club  Technical Luncheon at Schafer TMD-  

Guest Speaker-  COL Jim Ekvall, Chief of the Electronic Warfare Division, G-3/5/7 
Operations, Readiness, and Mobilization Directorate, Headquarters, Department of the Army.  His topic 
will be ‘Army EW’ .  If you’ve heard Jim address the Capitol Club before, you know you’ll want to attend 
this luncheon.  Must RSVP to Barry Fell by Friday 17 October  barry.fell.ctr@darpa.mil .   Lunch will be 
served promptly at 11:30AM and Jim’s presentation will start at 12:00 noon.  Schafer is located at: 3811 
North Fairfax Drive, Suite 400, Arlington VA 22203. Schafer is located 1 and ½ blocks south of the 
ORANGE Line - "Virginia Square - CMU" METRO station. 

20 November 2014-  Third Thursdays at Champps on 

Pentagon Row 

  Come on down to meet and greet your EW 
colleagues for a low stress networking event. Starts at 4PM and 
runs until 7PM. No charge, other than your bar-tab! 

19 December 2014- Holiday Party at the Army Navy 

Country Club near the Pentagon.  Check the Crow Call or your email 
for more details.  Spouses (your own, preferably) are invited!! 

Previous Holiday Parties at ANCC have been collegial and 
memorable! Plan to attend!   

Cap Club Crows pose at Champps with 
famous senators and representatives  
who asked us to blur the image to 
preserve their cover 

mailto:barry.fell.ctr@darpa.mil



