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                                        CROW CALL  

                           The newsletter of the Association of Old Crows – Capitol Club 

  January, 2016 

 

And we’re back … 

Greetings dear reader and best wishes for a happy and 

healthy new year! If world affairs and financial markets are 

any indication, 2016 is going to be “interesting” to say the 

least. 

Fear not, however, for financial volatility and regional 

conflicts will not distract your Capitol Club from delivering 

another outstanding year of informative meetings and 

networking events to serve you, our members. 

In this issue we’ll take a brief look back at 2015 and give you a glimpse of some of the things 

we’ve got in store in the months ahead. We’ll also be raffling a pair of tickets for mid-field seats at 

the Super Bowl. Actually, we won’t. We just wanted to see if you were paying attention. Apologies 

if your heart rate spiked. And now, onto this issue! 

 

Feb. 2nd Luncheon: "Technology: The Key to NSA Success" 

Dr. John O'Hara, Consultant to NSA's Center for Cryptologic History and member of the AOC 

Senior Advisory Board, will be our February luncheon presenter. The cost to attend this event is 

fifteen dollars. We accept cash or check. We do not accept credit cards or surplus military 

equipment for barter. A catered “social” lunch will be served.  
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Bio – Dr. John H. O’Hara 

1952 1956   Enlisted man in USAF - Flew as flight qualified radar and bomb navigation system technician 
on B 47 aircraft in SAC 

1956 1960 BSEE University of Arizona. Also received commission as an officer in the USAF 

1960 1962 MSEE University of Pennsylvania. Also worked as a design engineer in the Defense 
Electronics section of RCA in Camden, NJ during this period of time 

1962 1968 Ph.D. in Electronic Engineering. Catholic University of America. Also worked for NSA in the 
Telemetry and Space area during this period of time. In 1966 he was the engineer who decoded and 
printed out the pictures from the Soviet Union LUNA 9 satellite, the first man-made object to make a soft 
landing on the moon. 

1969  2001 Worked for NSA in several capacities as 

*  Design engineer for special purpose systems 
*  Chief of a major satellite program 
*  Special Assistant for Electronic Warfare 
*  Chief of all world-wide ELINT programs 
*  Chief of NSA Advanced Research 
 

*  Assistant Director for Education & Training *  
NSA Deputy Chief Scientist 
*  Chief of NSA Advanced Research 
*  Assistant Director for Education & Training 
*  NSA Deputy Chief Scientist 

 

2001 2009        SETA consultant to NSA 
2002 present     Current Member and Past Chair of the AOC Senior Advisory Board 
2009-2011         Employed as Standby Active Reservist at the NSA 
2011-Present     Consultant to the NSA Center for Cryptologic History 
 
* Graduated from the National War College 
* Graduated from the Federal Executive Institute 
* Awarded a US patent 
* Received NSA invention Award 
* Recipient of two NSA Meritorious Civilian 

Service Awards 

* Recipient of NSA Director's Distinguished    
Service Award 

* Recipient of the AOC Gold Medal Award 
* Recipient of the AOC Silver Award 
* Selected into the AOC Technology Hall of Fame 
* Recipient of AOC Distinguished Service Award 

 
* Two time recipient of the AOC Chesapeake Bay Roost Crow of the Year award 
* Selected into the Elizabeth Forward High School Hall of Fame 
* Served as President of the NSA Science and Engineering Society 
* Served on several Senior Level Department of Defense study teams/committees 
* Thesis advisor to Naval Postgraduate School Students 
 
* Professorial lecturer in Statistical Communications Theory at George Washington University 
 
John has been a long time leader in the fight for smoke free indoor air. He founded and has served as the 
President of the Maryland Group Against Smoker's Pollution (MDGASP) for the last 35 years. MDGASP 
is dedicated to obtaining smoke free air laws at the local, state, national and international levels. He is an 
expert on the harmful ingredients found in tobacco smoke and has had articles published in National 
Health Journals. He is frequently a featured speaker at local, national and international tobacco control 
conferences. 

He has received the American Cancer Society's (ACS) National Lifesaver Award and the ACS Ted Marrs 
award. The latter is the highest national award given by the AC  for advocacy. 

He loves to fish and is an avid long distance runner who has run nine marathons (including twice running 
the Boston and New York marathons). He and his wife Merrily were ice skaters who used to compete in 
local figure skating competitions and ice skating shows. 

He loves baseball. In 2005, at the age of 71, he attended the week long Pittsburgh Pirates fantasy camp 
in Bradenton, Florida where he competed against people as young as 30 years of age. The highlight of 
the camp was the final day when the campers played against a team composed entirely of former major 
league players. 

He has been married to Merrily for the last 55 years. He has two sons, a daughter, two grandsons and 
two granddaughters.  
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Capitol Club Holiday Party at Army-Navy Country Club 

More than a hundred AOC Capitol Club 

members and guests, including many 

spouses showed up for the annual holiday 

celebration at the incomparable Army-Navy 

Country Club on 11 December 2015.  

It was a truly robust turnout, perhaps 

because the word is spreading that the 

Capitol Club’s holiday party is not to be 

missed.  The venue was the newly built main 

clubhouse which is nothing but elegant, and 

the weather was delightfully Spring-like.  

With more EW professionals turning out, 

opportunities to connect to like-minded professionals has been increasing, resulting in great word-

of-mouth publicity in addition to our own email and newsletter announcements.  

 

A 20’ tall Christmas tree greeted AOC members as they 

entered the beautiful mansion, and many couples (Spouses 

were invited, too!) got their pictures taken in front of the tree 

for a memorable keepsake.    Members of the Capitol Club 

board of directors greeted guests as they arrived, making 

everyone feel welcome. For many, the first stop was the 

serve-yourself bar, where a selection of beer, wines and soft 

drinks awaited the thirsty.  As is our custom, the hors 

d’eouvres were laid out in an appealing ‘S’ shaped 

configuration of tables decorated with holly boughs, 

evergreens and gold bells. 

Awards 

Networking and conviviality were the order of the day, and 

Crows shared stories and business cards with newfound 

friends. The Capitol Club’s new president, Jim Taber, 

welcomed the guests reviewed the past years events, which 

saw both Pete Friesen and Bill Reed honored at the National 

convention with the Col Anton D. "Tony" Brees Lifetime Service Award for AOC Excellence.  The 

Capitol Club Chapter won a share of the Chapter of the Year award, along with the UK Chapter. 

Then Jim recognized additional EW professionals with our chapter awards: 

There were four awards for EW Technology Development. The first ‘pair’ of EW Technology 

Development Awards  went to Mr. Glen David Via; Sensors Electronics Engineer, Air Force 

Research Lab SENSORS, WPAFB, OH, and David J. Meyer, PhD;  Head, Wide Bandgap 

Materials and Devices Section, U.S. Naval Research Lab, Washington, DC. 
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Mr. Via and Dr. Meyer were recognized for their recent technical advances in the joint Foreign 

Comparative Testing domain as they acquired and tested GaN solid-state power amplifier 

technologies from numerous foreign vendors to investigate cost 

and performance capabilities relative to domestic suppliers.  

Applying their rigorous, common test methodology to all test 

articles resulted in unprecedented commonality across the entire 

GaN domain. This was especially important and significant 

considering GaN solid state technology continues to emerge as 

the preferred option for numerous Radio Frequency amplifier 

applications throughout commercial and military uses.     

We honored their outstanding example and leadership for 

conducting successful government-funded technology R&D 

initiatives that have been utilized and transitioned to EW 

products and capabilities, such as the Next Generation Jammer, 

advanced telecommunications systems, and wireless transmitters.    

Their efforts are enabling further investigation into the feasibility of utilizing commercial, off the 

shelf amplifiers, to significantly reduce costs for future radar and GPS architectures and products. 

The second pair of EW Technology Development Awards went to 

Keith J. Williams, PhD;  Head, Photonics Technology Branch, U.S. 

Naval Research Lab, Washington, DC, and Charles Cerny, PhD; 

Technical Advisor for Radio Frequency Systems, USAF Research 

Lab, WPAFB, OH. 

Both were recognized for their 

efforts and initiative in their recent 

technical evaluations of 50 GHz 

ELINT wideband receivers 

developed by foreign and 

domestic suppliers as applied to 

their joint Foreign Comparative Technology efforts; specifically, 

the Photonic Enhancements to the S&T in EW Systems 

(PHESTES) initiative.   Their outstanding research and 

assessments have resulted in greater situational awareness 

and understanding of the operational readiness and overall 

capabilities of wideband receiver architectures.   

Their efforts directly resulted in the 

Department of Defense reprioritizing several acquisition strategies 

while requiring fielded SIGINT and EW systems to increase overall 

agility throughout the Electro-Magnetic Spectrum, thereby reducing 

undesired, adversarial technological surprise. Their unprecedented 

work in photonic technologies is playing a key and vital role in 

significantly increasing the level of modularity, reducing size, weight, 

power and cost requirements, and enhancing capabilities of surface 

and airborne EW platforms.   
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OSD continues to examine innovations in receiver architectures that can sense, record and 

analyze signals of interest in mm-wave bands reducing latencies and missed-detection issues 

associated with current scanning threat warning systems.  Photonic technologies (tunable 

oscillators, injection and mode locked lasers, electro-optic modulators and optical samplers) are 

playing a key role to significantly increase the dynamic range/bandwidth trade space, while 

substantially reducing size, weight, power, and cost requirements while offering subsystem 

modularity in an architecture suitable for advanced joint-services demonstration. 

     

The EW Professional of the Year Award went to Mr. 

Kevin Crouse; Programs Chair and Member, 

Board of Directors, AOC Capitol Club Chapter 

We recognized Kevin for tireless efforts, strong and 

capable leadership, and your willing dedication to 

the Capitol Club and the AOC, while constantly 

advancing and enabling the entire EW discipline.    

His efforts were key and critical towards enabling 

the Capitol Club's unprecedented success and 

recipient of multiple, consecutive annual awards as the AOC's Large Chapter of the Year.   His 

ability and commitment to develop, pursue, and implement one of the most successful 

professional programs throughout the entire AOC provided the basis for enabling the Capitol 

Chapter to flawlessly execute its vision and goals.   Our professional seminars, technical 

presentations, and outstanding luncheons have all flourished and expanded as a result of his 

dedicated support provided to the more than 900 members of the Capitol Club. 

 

The EW Distinguished Service Award went to Mr. James A. 

Taber, X-COM Systems, Member, Board of Directors and 

Current President, AOC Capitol Club Chapter (presented by 

outgoing Capitol Club President Geoff Leighton) 

We recognized Jim for his tireless efforts, strong and 

capable leadership, and willing dedication to the Capitol 

Club and the AOC, while constantly advancing and enabling 

the entire EW discipline.    

His dedication and service have provided the bulwark and 

foundation for the Capitol Club's unprecedented success 

and recipient of multiple, consecutive annual awards as the AOC's Large Chapter of the Year.   

He was definitely the hallmark of dedicated and professional service, contributing his energy and 

vision in all areas, and particularly in the scholarship area as Scholarship chair.    Furthermore, 

his willingness to be nominated and subsequently elected to lead us as our President exemplifies 

his selfless, distinguished service. 
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Jim Taber presented Mr. Geoff Leighton, TERMA 

North American, Inc.; Past President, AOC Capitol Club 

Chapter, 2011-2015, his predecessor, with an engraved 

silver bowl and an engraved silver cup in recognition of 

his 4 years at the helm of the AOC’s most active large 

chapter..  It was Geoff Leighton who led the club as we 

increased programs 

and cemented Chapter 

of the Year recognition 

from the national AOC 

organization every year during his tenure. It was under Geoff’s 

presidency that we stood up our first website, and began utilizing 

social media to engage members. His contacts and his 

persistence led to securing LTGEN Tom McInerney, USAF (ret) 

a recognized expert on international military affairs, to address a 

Capitol Club multinational forum. It is remembered for the lively 

interactive discussion with an audience consisting of military 

attaches of more than a dozen countries.  It was Geoff who 

launched a campaign to revive the Canadian chapter of the AOC, 

resulting in the re-formation of the Maple Leaf chapter last year. 

He was responsible for an initiative to bring corporate sponsorships to the Capitol Club, thus 

strengthening our financial position and allowing the chapter to fund more scholarships.  And 

speaking of scholarships… 

 

Scholarship 

The last award was to an individual who was not an AOC 

member, but a graduate student who is doing advanced work 

(classified) in cybersecurity at Virginia Tech. Jim Taber 

introduced Andrew Rogers to the Capitol Club as the 2015 

Scholarship recipient.  He smiled broadly as Jim handed him a 

check for $2,500 to recognize his work and to help defray the 

costs of graduate education. 

Prior to being elected president of the Capitol Club, Jim was 

our scholarship chair. It was Jim who was instrumental in 

reaching out to major universities to make them aware of 

AOC’s desire to recognize scholarship in the field of electronic 

warfare and the cyber domain. Dr. Kira Gantt of Virginia Tech 

had recommended Andrew for the AOC scholarship, and she 

was in the audience to see him receive the check and offer her congratulations on his 

achievement. In addition to the scholarship award, Mr. Rogers will also receive a year’s 

membership in the AOC! 
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State of the AOC 

Mike Dolim, Executive director of the AOC was our next speaker- 

he gave a brief on the ‘State of the AOC’ which highlighted the 

record-setting National Convention that had taken place just a 

few weeks earlier.  The new venue- The DC Convention Center 

and Marriott Marquis- was roundly recognized as a brilliant move, 

and helped bring in more attendees and more exhibitors than any 

prior convention. And as one who attended the convention, I can 

say from personal experience that the speakers measured up to 

the expectations set by the world class venue.  Mike’s 

presentation also showed an uptick in corporate involvement in 

the AOC that had been flat for a number of years.   

Networking 

There weren’t any Ethernet cables to be seen at the ANCC gathering, but networking was the 

order of the day.  After the presentations were done, members of the Capitol Club and invited 

guests enjoyed the shrimp, fresh fruit, cheeses and wines as they swapped stories and made 

introductions to other EW and cyber professionals. 

When the party broke up in the midafternoon, we were greeted by sunshine and temperatures in 

the mid-60s.  The weather provided an upbeat ending to a thoroughly enjoyable event! 

 --- Submitted by Paul Vale 

  

Service Humor 

Every branch of the armed services has its own 
brand of humor. We’ll feature some “gems” in this 
column (AKA filler material) to keep you smiling!  

Communication Breakdown... 

The reason the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines squabble among themselves is that 
they don't speak the same language. For 
example, take a simple phrase like, "Secure 
the building." 

• The Army will put guards around the place. 

• The Navy will turn out the lights and lock the 
doors. 

• The Air Force will take out a 5-year lease 
with an option to buy. 

• The Marines will kill everybody inside and 
make it a command post. 

Tip o’ the cap to Swap Meet Dave for this 
issue’s humor: 
www.swapmeetdave.com/Humor/MilJoke.htm 

2015 Cap Club Meetings Re-cap 

The Capitol Club chapter enjoyed an exciting 
year of activities in 2015. Here are just a few 
of the topics and presenters that enlightened 
our members. 

 Coexistence of LTE and Radars 

 COL Jeffrey Church - Army's senior 
Electronic Warfare Officer 

 COL Carmine Cicalese - Chief, Army 
Cyberspace and Information Operations 

 GTRI: Open Software Architectures 

 Half-day IO Seminar: Russian IW and 
Propaganda 

 1-Day Course: ELINT Signal Processing 
for the Detection of Low Probability of 
Intercept Emitters 

 Improving the Performance of Electronic 
Protect and Electronic Attack in Dynamic 
Environments 
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52nd Annual AOC Convention and Symposium – Volunteer Report 

The 52nd Annual event featured a number of “Firsts” for the Capitol Club Volunteers. It was the 

first time that the convention was at the brand new Marriott Marquis Hotel in Washington DC. It 

was the first time that the Annual event was in both the Hotel and the Walter E. Washington 

Convention Center. And it was the first time that the AOC National sponsored an inaugural STEM, 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Outreach Program that was managed, manned 

and operated principally by AOC Capitol Club Volunteers.  

There were a number of Convention areas supported by Capitol Club Volunteers, they were: 

 Convention Registration 

 Bag Stuffing and Set Up 

 Symposium Door Monitors (Security) 

 Symposium Photography Monitors (Protocol) 

 Grab and Go Lunch (Security) 

 Annual Banquet Ticket Takers (Security) 

 Annual Awards Program Support 

 STEM Program Group Leaders 

 STEM Program Static Display Volunteers 

 Publicity Writers for the Show Daily 

All totaled up the Capitol Club volunteers contributed 1,131 hours to the Convention and 

Symposium. The recruiting effort was over four months long and I received 73 inquiries to 

volunteer. I rejected 28 for various reasons including; no AOC membership, limited availability, 

and specious expectations. Of the 48 volunteers that participated 23 volunteered 25 or more 

hours. The volunteers came from The Maple Leaf Chapter, Dixie Crows Roost Chesapeake Roost 

and of course the Capitol Club. Standouts included: Bill Reed, Pete Friesen, Jim Talley, Debra 

Lindseth, “Muddy” Waters, John Irza, Melinda Tourangeou, Paul Vale, Laura Sunden and 

especially Dorotha Biernesser.  

It was an Honor and Privilege to work with these fine Americans, 

 --- Submitted by Bob ‘Oracle’ Lindseth  
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Capitol Club Sponsors 

Get Recognized - Help the Future Warfighter 

Capitol Club sponsors are the lifeblood of our chapter.  They provide the much needed financial 

support for our chapter events and fund our EW scholarship programs.  Without your help the 

Capitol Club would not exist.  For an annual contribution of only $250 you can have your company 

logo posted here in our newsletter as well as on our web site with both venues providing a link to 

your website.  Sponsorships are also available at the $2000 level to give your firm even greater 

visibility by highlighting your logo on every page of the Capitol Club website.  All donations are 

tax deductible as our Educational Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization. 

 

       

 

             

 

       

 

     

 

             

 

 

http://www.keysight.com/main/home.jspx?cc=US&lc=eng
http://jhna.com/
http://www.ni.com/
http://www.xcomsystems.com/
http://www.rohde-schwarz.us/en/home_48230.html
http://teracomm.com/
http://www.terma.com/
http://www.corvusgroup.org/
http://www.ravenhearthlaw.com/
https://textronsystems.com/
http://www.schafercorp.com/
http://www.libertygroupventures.com/
http://www.apsva.us/
http://www.zenethtechpartners.com/
http://www.billingtoncybersecurity.com/
http://www.raytheon.com/
http://www.tdisecurity.com/

