
AOC Capitol Club formally 
recognizes Canada 

With a defense budget in the billions and 
weaponry of a level of sophistication to rival 
that of the US, you’d think that our neighbor to 
the North would have a very active AOC 
Chapter.  Alas, that isn’t the case.  But if the 
Capitol Club has anything to do with it, that 
situation will be remedied.  Your Capitol Club 
has gained many active members over the past 
10 years, and we’ve decided to share our 
enthusiasm for EW education, networking and 
advocacy with AOC members in Canada.  The 
Maple Leaf (Ottawa) chapter of the AOC has 
been the only chapter in Canada for quite some 
time, and has been inactive of late.  We are 
reaching out to our counterparts in the AOC in 
Canada and we are devising plans to help revive 
the Ottawa chapter.   

The first step in our nefarious plan was to 
invade the Canadian Embassy in Washington 
DC. 

This dangerous mission called for intrepid 
volunteers, and Bob Lindseth and Pete Friesen 
quickly volunteered.  Bob contacted Lt Col 
Yannick Lemieux at the Canadian Embassy to 
arrange a meeting, and the Colonel said that a 

good day for a meeting might coincide with 
Military Industry Day. Done! 

That meeting took place on Friday, the 14th of 
March.  The embassy is right on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, just a stone’s throw from the US 
Capitol.  According to a report filed by Bob and 
Pete, there were representatives from all the 

Pete Friesen and Bob Lindseth illustrate how 
dangerously close the Canadian Embassy is to 
our own US Capitol 
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US Services, many from industry and the 
Intelligence Agencies including NSA, DIA, CIA, 
NRO and a full table from the MASINT Office.  
Our Cap Club representatives came armed with 
promotional items from AOC National HQ 
(Thanks, Glorianne!) such as pens, copies of the 
JED and other cool stuff, which they provided to 
the military staff. 

It turns out that Lt Col  Lemieux is an IO officer 
who works the Cyber/EW and Spectrum areas 
for the Canadian Army.  He was very glad to 
hear that the AOC Capitol Club was interested 
in helping the Ottawa AOC chapter get active 
once more, and promised to attend some of the 
Capitol Club’s networking and luncheon 
meetings to strategize future activities to 
benefit the Ottawa chapter. 

For his part, Pete Friesen talked to Lt Col  
Lemieux and others at the Military-Industry Day 
event about American EW and MASINT, 
including plume phenomenology and a little 
history of the White Sands facility.  

So here’s the takeaway- Lt Col Lemieux sees the 
value of an active Ottawa AOC chapter, and is 
willing to work with the Capitol Club in getting 
to that goal.  He was kind enough to volunteer 
the embassy to host an upcoming MultiNational 
Forum (MNF), and to foot the bill for the lunch!  
You may remember that we had an MNF at the 

Canadian Embassy 2-3 years ago, (covering the 
topic of EW for IED defeat) which saw 
representatives from several NATO nations in 
attendance.  We all look forward to going back 
there- it’s a beautiful edifice!  Furthermore, 
LtCol  Lemieux  re-affirmed  Canada’s interests 
in EW/C2/Spectrum/Cyber and Networks.   

Now that the ICE has been broken, we’re 
looking forward to numerous activities aimed at 
encouraging AOC members in Canada to get 
cracking and get the benefits of their own local 
activities and networking. 

(Editor’s note: Despite the fact that much of the cold air -
and snow!- we’ve experienced this winter comes from 
CANADA, we are very excited about this activity to restart 
the Maple Leaf Chapter.  Humor being the Capitol Club 
Flack’s stock in trade, look for articles and illustrations that 
poke fun at America’s closest ally, and a challenge to the  
Maple Leaf chapter to respond in kind!  See adjacent for 
the first shot across the bows!)  

LT Col Yannick Lemieux  enthusiastically endorses 
the AOC Capitol Club’s plan to promote the AOC in 
Canada.  Look for an upcoming MultiNational 
Forum to be held at the beautiful Canadian 
Embassy! 

Driving in Canada, expect to be accosted by Moose 
looking for treats at traffic lights.   



Cap Club’s Bob Lindseth makes Webinar 
History 
 
The AOC ‘writ large’ is changing with the times, and if you’ve been reading your 
AOC email, you’ll know that they’ve been sponsoring a series of webinars on 
topics of interest to EW and IO professionals.  In March, the Capitol Club’s own 
past president Robert Lindseth (COL, USAF (Ret)) addressed a webinar of 400 
Crows who ‘tuned in’ at their computers to hear Bob speak about the origins of 

SIGINT.   
 
As most of the Crow Call’s readership knows, 
Bob is on the Capitol Club’s Board of Directors 
and a life-long SIGINT’r. He has worked down-
range SIGINT sites focused on Cuba, Vietnam 
and Korea. He supported the Special Signals 
Analysis effort in San Antonio looking at the 
effectiveness of LINEBACKER-II and later 
was Chief of the ELINT Desk during Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm. Bob retired from the Air 
Force in 2000 as a Deputy Director for 

Intelligence in the Pentagon. 
 
Bob started by telling the participants that Signals Intelligence did not have its 
origins with the National Security Agency, or even with World War Two. It began 
at the dawn of warfare when fighting forces grew so large that the Commander 
needed to rapidly signal commands to subordinate elements. And the ability to 
protect,  intercept and/or disrupt those signals 
became a critical factor in deciding the victor. 
 
The specific example Bob cited dated from 331 
BC, in which Alexander the Great (AKA Brad 
Pitt) was victorious over the Persian Horde. The 
Persian leader Darius used a series of flagmen 
perched atop towers to communicate his orders.  
By first attacking the towers, Alexander robbed 
Darius of the capability to communicate combat 
commands (early C2), and left the Persian Horde 
virtually leaderless. Within days the Horde was 

Bob Lindseth is a regular participant at our monthly 
luncheons.  Here he is with LTC Lisa Mahood of the 
Army’s EW Office and AOC Cap Club members 

Robert Lindseth was awarded the Tony Brees 
'Lifetime Achievement Award' by the National 
AOC organization in 2012 



slaughtered on the field. Alexander was 
victorious. 
 
Bob jumped ahead to the importance of the 
telegraph in the American Civil War and then 
on to World War II which gets us much closer 
to the ‘electronic’ part of EW, and the era from 
which the “Old Crows” designation comes. 

 
Much of today’s 
SIGINT activity 
remains shrouded 

in secrecy, just as it should be. There was a HUGE 
change in Signals intelligence activities with the 
invention of the Internet in the 1960’s, (then called 
ARPANET). Originally this was just a capability to 
share computing resources by the DoD and NASA 
computing centers so they could share each other’s 
systems during off-peak hours. Soon commercial 
companies were allowed to use the time sharing 
addressing protocols and in the 1970’s NETSCAPE invented the browser. The rest 
is history.  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Bob Lindseth

Even Bob will tell you that Webinars are nice, 
but the networking is better at the Cap Club's 
frequent luncheon meetings 

Knowledgeable technicians from the 
AOC Headquarters Cyber squad help 
to make the webinar a success 



Capitol Club Scholarship News 
As many of you are aware, the AOC Capitol Club sponsors scholarships for people who are pursuing a 
career in Electronic Warfare, either at the university level, or within the military services.  For many 
years we have awarded scholarships to enlisted ‘Crows’ who attended the Community College of the Air 
Force. 

Here’s a brief update on where we are in 2014 provided courtesy of our Scholarship Chair, Jim Taber. 

 

  If you know a non-commissioned officer or civilian who is committed to the EW, IO, or cyber 
professions, let them know that we want to encourage them, and they might win a Capitol Club 
scholarship with a fairly painless application. 

Capitol Club Scholarship – Joseph R. Pitts Award  
We have 4 schools who have interested candidates for the JRP 
Scholarship, but we don’t have any official applications.   
  
o Strayer University: http://www.strayer.edu/  
o University of Phoenix: http://www.phoenix.edu/  
o Virginia Tech: http://www.vt.edu/  
o Air Force Sargent’s Association: http://www.hqafsa.org/ 
 

Reminder-  you don’t have to be a student at one of these schools 

to apply, but you do have to be pursuing a degree or career 
related to EW, IO or Cyber.  Help the Capitol Club out-  spread the 
word about the Capitol Club scholarship to your friends, business 
associates and neighbors! 

For More information…. Go to the Capitol Club website which is http://aoccapitolclub.com/  

And more specifically, http://aoccapitolclub.com/awards.php 

At that point you’ll see an article about the Joseph R. Pitts Scholarship, with a link at the bottom that 
says “Read More.”  That wasn’t put there to get you to read more, and thereby increase your academic 
credentials, it was meant to get you to click the mouse button that would take you to this page: 

http://aoccapitolclub.com/awards/PDF2.pdf  where all the information you need is revealed to you. 

Thanks for helping your Capitol Club and a deserving scholar who has an interest in the EW IO and/or 
Cyber fields. 

Rep Joseph Pitts and the Cap Club's Vice 
President, Chopper Lamb speaking on 
Capitol Hill at a ‘Capitol Hill Roundup’ in 
which AOC members share their concerns 
about EW with their Congressmen 
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